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Easement signing: Krista Magaw, Kate Bush, Fran and Mike DeWine, Jean and Dick DeWine,

Anna DeWine

DeEWINE FAMILY DoNATES FIRST FARM
EASEMENT IN CEDARVILLE

On June 6, 2008, the DeWine family
pnalized the prst TLT donated agri-
cultural conservation easement in the
history of Cedarville Township. The
87-acre farm, located on the corner
of Fishworm Road and St. Route 42,
is known to many as the location of
Greene Countyfs Bicentennial barn.
The permanent conservation easement
on the property prevents any future
development, but allows for a wide va-
riety of agricultural and conservation
practices.

Dick and Jean DeWine had long
been part of the farm community, sell-
ing seed to Greene and Clark County
landowners over many decades, and
developing an innovative worldwide
mail-order seed operation. Dick loved
farmland and invested in numerous
farms in the area.

When Dick and Jeands only child,
Mike, began his career in public ser-
vice, his experiences with farmers and
farm economics went with him to the
court house, the state house, and to
Washington, D.C. As a senator, Mike
brought together farm preservation
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87-acre DeWine Farm

proponents across Ohio to conceptu-
alize the Center for Farmland Policy
Innovation at OSU. The center is cur-
rently sponsoring Ohiods prst Transfer
of Development Rights pilot program
in Portage County, along with several
other promising approaches to sustain
agricultural viability.

0The DeWines have planted the seed
for agricultural conservation in Cedar-
ville Township,6 said Krista Magaw,
TLT executive director. 0What a ptting
commemoration of Dick and Jeands
love of the land.6
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CHANGING OF THE GUARD

Iths a time of change for Tecumseh
Land Trust, with the departure of our
prst associate director, the wonderful,
energetic Kate Bush. As one of the
founding mothers of TLTGs fabulous
Harvest Auction, and arguably the best
Ag Easement Purchase Program es-
sayist in the State, it is not surprising
that Kate was accepted into the highly
acclaimed Ohio State University Law
School.

Many land owners, board members,
and friends from throughout the com-
munity came to Whitehall Farm for a
goodbye party in August. Best wishes
to Kate!

Amazingly, our new associate di-
rector, Michele Burns, and her family
moved to her husbandds familyés land
just as TLT began the search to pll the
position.

Michele and her husband, John
DeWine, both have graduate training in
management of agricultural and natu-

Michele Burns with daughter, Rebecca, at
Yellow Springs Farmers” Market

ral lands. Yellow Springers are likely to
have met them at their Flying Mouse
Farms stand this summer, along with
their charming daughters.

Michele has pitched in fastPwith
this year6s auction, funding applica-
tions, newsletter, and information for
new landowners. Welcome, Michele!

New BoArRD MEMBER

Carolyn Smith came to us via our
Yellow Springs Street Fair booth last
spring. When asked about her interest
in land preservation and conservation,
Carolyn said that it became increas-
ingly important as she watched the un-
checked development in Beavercreek.

Carolyn is an Antioch graduate with
a B.A. in psychology. She has an M.S.
in counseling and guidance from the
University of Wisconsin. In 2007, she
retired from Wright State University.
Carolyn is a member of our Educa-
tion Committee and we welcome her
commitment and energy in our effort
to increase public awareness of land
preservation.

Carolyn Smith at TLT’s 2008 Annual Meeting



Glen Helen aerial: John Bryan Center in lower right corner; U.S. 68 and 343 in lower left corner

PRESERVING GLEN HELEN A
HiGH PRIORITY FOR TLT

Glen Helen Nature Preserve affects
Ohioans in many ways: 3,000 children
attend the Glengs ecology programs ev-
ery year. 200,000 people hike through
the Glen enjoying all four seasons. The
numbers are impressive, but they pale
in comparison to the changes the Glen
produces in the people who come to
love it.

Visitors learn how to leave a light
footprint in the natural world, how to
protect our water resources, and how to
nurture native trees, plants, and animals.
The effect is intergenerational Mpeople
come back to the Glen to get married,
to share their love of nature with their
children and grandchildren, and to vol-
unteer their time and support.

What does this mean for TLT? At
a time of huge transition for Antioch,
university administrators are partnering
with TLT to secure funding for a per-
manent conservation easement on the
Glen. A decision is anticipated before
the end of the year on TLTGs current
proposal to the Water Resource Resto-
ration Sponsorship Program.

What if the college can be re-estab-
lished, under the auspices of the Alum-

ni Association, in the next few months?
0The conservation easement will work
the same way, whoever owns the land,0
says Krista Magaw, TLT executive di-
rector. 0Thatds the beauty of a conser-
vation easementifit provides an extra
layer of protection into perpetuity. We
canit know with certainty where An-
tioch University or College will be in
20 years, let alone 100. But we know
that the benepts of the Little Miami and
the amazing, forest within the Glen will
be preserved.6

Is there an immediate risk of devel-
opment to the Glen? No. University
Chancellor Toni Murdoch has been
consistent in her desire to honor the
perpetual vision Hugh Taylor Birch had
when he gifted the Glen to the college.

The addition of an up-to-date, en-
forceable easement on the Glen, how-
ever, is prudent. olf this grant is not
funded, wedll continue to explore other
avenues,6 said Magaw. 0The Glen is so
preciousinitds our job to facilitate ac-
cess to resources and partners who can
help to design the best possible protec-
tion for it.0

TLT
Farm Market

0Tis the season for giving and receiv-
ing. For your family and friends who
have it all, consider TLTGs alternative
gift program. We have a variety of
gifts in our Farm Market, all of which
help support farmland preservation in
Clark and Greene Counties.

Farmland preservation is one-size-pts-
all and everyone loves it! We all ben-
ept from preserving our prime lands
because it secures our food supply,
protects open space, and maintains our
rural heritage.

On Sale Now

Gift Memberships
Preserve-an-Acre Certipcates
T-shirts & Polo Shirts
Hats
TLT Notecards

The Measure of Everything
by Ed Davis

For more information about items in
our Farm Market:

Visit our website
www.tecumsehlandtrust.org
follow the 0farm market6 link.

Or call our ofpce




TLT Needs You!

TLT needs volunteers! We are current-
ly looking for individuals who can help
us with a variety of projects. Below is
a list of activities we have identiped.
However, this list is not complete. If
you have a special skill or a project
that you think would be good for us,
please let us know.

Bill Runyan’s Farm, Pleasant Township, Clark County

Easements
Township Trustee Liason
Grants
Historic Preservation
GIS Mapping
1% for Green Space
Media

Outreach

We hope you can lend us a little of
your time, resources, and expertise
to help us fulpll our mission.

Please contact Michele
(937) 767-9490
burns@tecumsehlandtrust.org
for more information.

You can also attend our volunteer
orientation:

January 24, 2009
10am 4 12 pm
TLT ofpce
Whitehall Farm
Refreshments provided

AEPP FArRMER Joins TLT
LAND PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

TLT welcomes Bill Runyan to the
Land Preservation Committee. In Janu-
ary 2008, Bill placed an easement on
his 52-acre farm through the Agricul-
ture Easement Purchase Program. The
farm, located in Pleasant Township,
Clark County, has been in the Runyan
family since 1864.

Billis parents bought the farm in
1934 when Bill was two months old.
Bill has been farming since he was sev-
en years old and World War Il made it a
necessity that he milk cows, feed hogs,
and drive draft horses. Today the farm
is in wheat, corn, or soybeans. Placing
an easement on the family farm was a
way for Bill to give back, ol had the
privilege of farming a decent farm and
someone else should have that privi-
lege, t00.6

On his other farm in Champaign
County, where he lives with his wife,
Mary, Bill milked 145 Holsteins before
retiring this year. He and Mary raised
three children there, have six grand-
children, and one great-granddaughter
who keeps them on their toes.

Ever since working with TLT on his
easement, Bill has been active in the or-

4

Bill Runyan, Kate Bush, Krista Magaw, Mark
Fiorni, and Jim Timmons at signing of the
Runyan easement

ganization. This summer he joined the
Land Preservation Committee and ac-
companied Krista to Pittsburgh for the
Land Trust Alliance Rally. In October,
Bill made a presentation at the Ohio
Farmland Summit with board member
Charlie Swaney. Bill is enthusiastic
about TLT and its cause because, he
says, 0l feel strongly that we should be
good stewards of resources. Farmland
preservation does that by providing re-
sources for the future.6







